TABLE 2-1
1988
Average Earnings of Workers Aged 25-34, 1979 and
Demographic Group and Highest Educational Attainment
Average Earnings (1988 dollars)
1979
1988
Changes in Earnings, 1979-1988 (percent)
All Workers                             21,823               20,678                -5.2
White Males
Dropouts"                           19,848               16,108               -18.8
High school graduates'1        24,889               21,776              -12.5
College graduatesc               29,288               29,780                +1.7
Black Males
Dropouts                            14,596               14,594                  0
High school graduates         19,449               16,638               -14.5
College graduates                26,830              24,348                -9.3
White Females
Dropouts                            12,623               10,852              -14.0
High school graduates         15,403               15,348                  0
College graduates                20,987               23,791               +13.4
Black Females			
Dropouts	11,749	11,169	-4.9
High school graduates	14,596	13,285	-9.0
College graduates	19,349	19,567	+ 1.1
NOTES:  Whites include both the white and the "other" racial group.
"Completed schooling of less than 12 years. bSchooling of 12 to 15 years. Schooling of 16 years or more.
SOURCE: These statistics were calculated using the March 1980 and 1989 Current Population Surveys. Earnings are defined as wage and salary income,- only full-time, year-round workers were included in the sample for this table. The average earnings statistics are geometric means, reported in 1988 dollars.
The combination of a decline in the value of real earnings and rising levels of unemployment has thrust a very high proportion of families headed by an adult aged 25-34 into poverty. In 1991, 23.1 percent of all such families had incomes below the poverty level. For whites, the percentage living in poverty was 18.6; for blacks, 46.0; and for Hispanics, 38.0.
What explains the trends in employment opportunities and earnings